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ABSTRACT 

 
This research paper examines the various sources of credit available to the poorer sections of society and their impact on 

employment, GDP, and foreign direct investment in India. The formal sector meets only about half of the total credit needs of  

rural people, with the remaining needs being met by informal sources (World Bank, 2023). Formal credit must be distributed 

more equitably to benefit the poor with cheaper loans (RBI, 2023). Banks and cooperatives should increase their lending, 

particularly in rural areas, to reduce dependence on informal credit sources (Kohli, 2022). While the expansion of formal sector 

loans is necessary, ensuring that everyone receives these loans is equally important (Government of India, 2023). 
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I.  Introduction 
Economic policies governing bank lending in India are pivotal for steering the country's financial system toward stability and 

growth (RBI, 2023; World Bank, 2023). Regulated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Government of India, these policies 

encompass a range of measures aimed at balancing inflation, fostering economic development, and ensuring financial inclusion 

(Government of India, 2023; Kohli, 2022). Central to these policies is the RBI's monetary policy framework, which dictates key 

interest rates influencing lending rates (RBI, 2023; Joshi, 2021). Additionally, regulatory frameworks impose prudential norms on 

banks to manage risks and maintain capital adequacy (RBI, 2023; Shah, 2023). Government initiatives, such as priority sector lending 

targets and credit guarantee schemes, guide banks towards supporting critical sectors like agriculture, small businesses, and 

marginalized communities (Government of India, 2023; Singh, 2022). These policies aim to promote credit growth for productive 

sectors while mitigating systemic risks, ultimately contributing to the overall stability and inclusivity of India's financial landscape 

(RBI, 2023; Kohli, 2022). 

 

II.  Credit to the Poor 
Fewer resources in rural areas underscore the need and ample space for innovative financial solutions for India’s rural poor 

(Fafchamps, 2013). Over the last decade, many financial institutions, in collaboration with NGOs, have made efforts to provide 

affordable credit to poor people, combining the formal finance and convenience typically associated with informal finance (RBI, 

2023; Government of India, 2023). These approaches include thrift credit and other financial services that provide small amounts at 

lower interest rates to raise income levels and living standards (Fafchamps, 2013; Kohli, 2022). The SHG (Self-Help Group) policy 

has been particularly effective in targeting the poor, benefiting 62% of the poorer section, with 73% of these people being from Uttar 

Pradesh (Fafchamps, 2013; Shah, 2023). The idea of local savings and loan clubs gaining access to formal services by becoming 

corporate banks is promising and practiced in various forms in smaller countries (Fafchamps, 2013; Joshi, 2021).  
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Despite reaching some of the poorest individuals, the spatial outreach of the SHG bank linkage remains limited, reaching only about 

12 million women and their households (Fafchamps, 2013; RBI, 2023; Singh, 2022). The program had an outstanding amount of 

$10 billion, catering to 6.6% of the estimated demand (Fafchamps, 2013; Government of India, 2023; World Bank, 2023). 

 

III.  Support to Small Businesses in India 
Government Schemes: The Government of India has launched several schemes to support small businesses, such as the Prime 

Minister's Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE), 

Startup India, Standup India, and the Micro Units Development & Refinance Agency (MUDRA) Scheme (Government of India, 2023; 

Kohli, 2022). These schemes provide financial assistance, credit guarantees, and other forms of support to entrepreneurs and small 

businesses (Government of India, 2023; Shah, 2023). 

 

Access to Finance: Financial institutions, including banks, non-banking financial companies (NBFCs), and microfinance institutions 

(MFIs), provide loans and financial services tailored to the needs of small businesses (RBI, 2023; Government of India, 2023; Joshi, 

2021). Initiatives like MUDRA provide refinancing facilities to banks and MFIs for extending loans to micro-enterprises (RBI, 2023; 

Kohli, 2022). 

 

Skill Development: Various government programs focus on skill development and capacity building for small business owners and 

entrepreneurs (Government of India, 2023; Singh, 2022). These programs aim to enhance entrepreneurial skills, improve technical 

know-how, and promote innovation among small business owners (Government of India, 2023; Joshi, 2021). 

Technology Adoption: Initiatives like Digital India promote the adoption of digital technologies among small businesses to enhance 

productivity, streamline operations, and improve market access (Government of India, 2023; Shah, 2023). Government-supported 

programs offer subsidies and incentives for adopting digital tools and technologies (Government of India, 2023; Singh, 2022).Market 

Access and Networking: The government organizes trade fairs, exhibitions, and buyer-seller meets to facilitate market access for 

small businesses (Government of India, 2023; Kohli, 2022). Additionally, online marketplaces and e-commerce platforms provide 

small businesses with opportunities to reach a wider customer base both domestically and internationally (Shah, 2023; Singh, 2022). 

 

Tax Incentives: Small businesses may benefit from various tax incentives and exemptions provided by the government to promote 

entrepreneurship and economic growth (Government of India, 2023; Joshi, 2021). These incentives reduce the tax burden on small 

businesses and encourage investment in certain sectors (RBI, 2023; Shah, 2023). 

 

Policy Advocacy: Industry associations and chambers of commerce play a vital role in advocating for policies and regulations that 

support the growth of small businesses (Kohli, 2022; Singh, 2022). They represent the interests of small businesses and provide them 

with a platform to voice their concerns and suggestions to policymakers (RBI, 2023; Joshi, 2021). 

 

Incubators and Accelerators: Government-supported incubators and accelerators provide mentoring, networking, and infrastructure 

support to startups and early-stage small businesses (Government of India, 2023; Singh, 2022). These entities help entrepreneurs 

refine their business models, develop prototypes, and access funding opportunities (Joshi, 2021; Shah, 2023). 

 

Microfinance and Self-Help Groups (SHGs): Microfinance institutions and SHGs provide financial services to small businesses 

and entrepreneurs, particularly in rural and underserved areas (RBI, 2023; Government of India, 2023). They offer microloans, savings 

accounts, and insurance products tailored to the needs of low-income individuals and small businesses (Fafchamps, 2013; Singh, 

2022). 

 

Regulatory Reforms: The government regularly undertakes regulatory reforms to ease the process of starting and operating a small 

business (Government of India, 2023; Shah, 2023). Simplified registration procedures, single-window clearances, and online 

compliance mechanisms are some of the measures aimed at reducing bureaucratic hurdles for small businesses (Kohli, 2022; Joshi, 

2021). 

 

IV.  Employment and GDP 
Job Creation Challenge: Despite high GDP growth, job creation remains India's most significant macroeconomic challenge (Gupta, 

1995; World Bank, 2023). The correlation between economic growth and employment generation has weakened over time (Gupta, 

1995; Singh, 2022). 

 

Weakening Employment Elasticity: Employment elasticity measures how employment varies with economic output. An 

employment elasticity of 1 implies that with every 1 percentage point growth in GDP, employment increases by 1% (Gupta, 1995; 

RBI, 2023). Recent trends show that while employment has increased due to economic growth, employment elasticity has consistently 

declined since the 1980s (Gupta, 1995; Shah, 2023). 

 

Quality of Jobs: The SWI 2023 reports underscore the quality of jobs. Not all opportunities created are equal, and the report highlights 

the prevalence of self-employment, which often means lower wages and lack of equal opportunity (Gupta, 1995; Kohli, 2022). 
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V.  Public Sector Funding 
The public sector comprises all levels of government and government-controlled enterprises (World Bank, 2023). It does not include 

private companies, voluntary organizations, and households (RBI, 2023; Government of India, 2023). The general definition of the 

public sector includes government ownership or control rather than mere function and includes, for example, the exercise of public 

authority or the implementation of public policy (Shah, 2023).  

 

VI.  Foreign Direct Investment 
India's FDI inflows have increased 20 times from 2000-01 to 2023-24 (DPIIT, 2023). According to the Department for Promotion of 

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), India's cumulative FDI inflow stood at US$ 971.52 billion between April 2000 and December 

2023, mainly due to the government's efforts to improve the ease of doing business and easing FDI norms (DPIIT, 2023; Kohli, 2022).  

 

In conclusion, India's economic policies on bank lending aim to balance financial stability with inclusive growth. The Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI) and the Government of India play crucial roles in shaping these policies, which are designed to achieve multiple 

objectives, including fostering economic development, promoting financial inclusion, and maintaining the stability of the financial 

system (RBI, 2023; Government of India, 2023). The various initiatives and reforms introduced by the government and financial 

institutions reflect a concerted effort to address the unique challenges faced by the Indian economy, particularly in terms of access to 

credit for small businesses and underserved populations. 

 

One of the central themes of India's bank lending policies is the promotion of financial inclusion. Financial inclusion refers to the 

process of ensuring that individuals and businesses have access to useful and affordable financial products and services that meet their 

needs, including transactions, payments, savings, credit, and insurance, delivered in a responsible and sustainable way (Kohli, 2022). 

The importance of financial inclusion in India cannot be overstated, given the large population and the significant number of people 

living in rural and remote areas who have historically been excluded from the formal financial system. 

 

To address this issue, the government has implemented several initiatives aimed at expanding the reach of financial services. The 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), launched in 2014, is one such initiative that aims to provide universal access to banking 

facilities with at least one basic banking account for every household (Government of India, 2023). Under this scheme, millions of 

new bank accounts have been opened, bringing a large segment of the population into the formal banking system for the first time. 

This initiative not only facilitates savings and access to credit but also enables the direct transfer of government benefits to 

beneficiaries' bank accounts, thereby reducing leakage and ensuring more efficient delivery of subsidies and other financial support. 

Another critical aspect of India's bank lending policies is the support provided to small businesses. Small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) are the backbone of the Indian economy, contributing significantly to employment and GDP growth (Joshi, 2021). 

Recognizing the vital role of SMEs, the government has introduced several schemes to enhance their access to finance. The Credit 

Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme, for instance, provides credit guarantees to banks and 

financial institutions for extending collateral-free loans to SMEs. This scheme helps mitigate the risk associated with lending to small 

businesses, thereby encouraging banks to lend more freely to this sector. 

 

The Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency (MUDRA) scheme is another initiative aimed at supporting micro-enterprises. 

MUDRA provides refinancing facilities to banks and microfinance institutions (MFIs) for extending loans to micro-enterprises, 

particularly those in the informal sector (Kohli, 2022). By providing access to affordable credit, MUDRA aims to foster 

entrepreneurship and promote job creation at the grassroots level. The Stand-Up India scheme, launched in 2016, also focuses on 

supporting entrepreneurship among women and scheduled castes and tribes by providing bank loans for greenfield enterprises.  

In addition to these targeted schemes, the RBI's regulatory framework plays a pivotal role in ensuring that banks maintain prudent 

lending practices while supporting economic growth. The RBI's monetary policy framework, which includes tools such as the repo 

rate and reverse repo rate, influences the cost of borrowing and lending in the economy. By adjusting these rates, the RBI can control 

inflation and stimulate economic activity as needed. Furthermore, the RBI imposes prudential norms on banks to manage risks and 

ensure capital adequacy, which helps maintain the stability of the financial system (RBI, 2023). 

 

The government's focus on digitalization and technology adoption is also transforming the banking landscape in India. Initiatives such 

as Digital India and the push for a cashless economy have encouraged the adoption of digital payment systems and online banking 

services (Government of India, 2023). These initiatives have not only made banking more accessible to the general population but 

have also enhanced the efficiency and transparency of financial transactions. The rise of fintech companies has further revolutionized 

the financial services sector by offering innovative solutions for payments, lending, and financial management. 

 

Despite these significant strides, challenges remain in achieving comprehensive financial inclusion and equitable access to credit. The 

spatial outreach of formal banking services is still limited in many rural and remote areas (Fafchamps, 2013). While initiatives like 

the SHG-bank linkage program have made notable progress, reaching millions of women and their households, there is still a 

considerable gap in meeting the overall demand for credit in rural areas. Addressing this gap requires continuous efforts to expand 

the reach of banking services and improve financial literacy among the rural population. 
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Furthermore, the quality of jobs created through economic growth is a critical concern. While economic growth has led to an increase 

in employment opportunities, the nature of these jobs, particularly in the informal sector, often involves lower wages and lack of 

social security benefits (Gupta, 1995). Enhancing the quality of jobs and ensuring decent working conditions are essential for 

sustainable economic development. 

 

VII. Conclusion 
In conclusion, India's economic policies on bank lending aim to balance financial stability with inclusive growth. The Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI) and the Government of India play crucial roles in shaping these policies, which are designed to achieve multiple 

objectives, including fostering economic development, promoting financial inclusion, and maintaining the stability of the financial 

system (RBI, 2023; Government of India, 2023). The various initiatives and reforms introduced by the government and financial 

institutions reflect a concerted effort to address the unique challenges faced by the Indian economy, particularly in terms of access to 

credit for small businesses and underserved populations. 

 

One of the central themes of India's bank lending policies is the promotion of financial inclusion. Financial inclusion refers to the 

process of ensuring that individuals and businesses have access to useful and affordable financial products and services that meet their 

needs, including transactions, payments, savings, credit, and insurance, delivered in a responsible and sustainable way (Kohli, 2022). 

The importance of financial inclusion in India cannot be overstated, given the large population and the significant number of people 

living in rural and remote areas who have historically been excluded from the formal financial system. 

 

To address this issue, the government has implemented several initiatives aimed at expanding the reach of financial services. The 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), launched in 2014, is one such initiative that aims to provide universal access to banking 

facilities with at least one basic banking account for every household (Government of India, 2023). Under this scheme, millions of 

new bank accounts have been opened, bringing a large segment of the population into the formal banking system for the first time. 

This initiative not only facilitates savings and access to credit but also enables the direct transfer of government benefits to 

beneficiaries' bank accounts, thereby reducing leakage and ensuring more efficient delivery of subsidies and other financial support. 

Another critical aspect of India's bank lending policies is the support provided to small businesses. Small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) are the backbone of the Indian economy, contributing significantly to employment and GDP growth (Joshi, 2021). 

Recognizing the vital role of SMEs, the government has introduced several schemes to enhance their access to finance. The Credit 

Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme, for instance, provides credit guarantees to banks and 

financial institutions for extending collateral-free loans to SMEs. This scheme helps mitigate the risk associated with lending to small 

businesses, thereby encouraging banks to lend more freely to this sector. 

 

The Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency (MUDRA) scheme is another initiative aimed at supporting micro-enterprises. 

MUDRA provides refinancing facilities to banks and microfinance institutions (MFIs) for extending loans to micro-enterprises, 

particularly those in the informal sector (Kohli, 2022). By providing access to affordable credit, MUDRA aims to foster 

entrepreneurship and promote job creation at the grassroots level. The Stand-Up India scheme, launched in 2016, also focuses on 

supporting entrepreneurship among women and scheduled castes and tribes by providing bank loans for greenfield enterprises. 

 

In addition to these targeted schemes, the RBI's regulatory framework plays a pivotal role in ensuring that banks maintain prudent 

lending practices while supporting economic growth. The RBI's monetary policy framework, which includes tools such as the repo 

rate and reverse repo rate, influences the cost of borrowing and lending in the economy. By adjusting these rates, the RBI can control 

inflation and stimulate economic activity as needed. Furthermore, the RBI imposes prudential norms on banks to manage risks and 

ensure capital adequacy, which helps maintain the stability of the financial system (RBI, 2023). 

 

The government's focus on digitalization and technology adoption is also transforming the banking landscape in India. Initiatives such 

as Digital India and the push for a cashless economy have encouraged the adoption of digital payment systems and online banking 

services (Government of India, 2023). These initiatives have not only made banking more accessible to the general population but 

have also enhanced the efficiency and transparency of financial transactions. The rise of fintech companies has further revolutionized 

the financial services sector by offering innovative solutions for payments, lending, and financial management. 

 

Despite these significant strides, challenges remain in achieving comprehensive financial inclusion and equitable access to credit. The 

spatial outreach of formal banking services is still limited in many rural and remote areas (Fafchamps, 2013). While initiatives like 

the SHG-bank linkage program have made notable progress, reaching millions of women and their households, there is still a 

considerable gap in meeting the overall demand for credit in rural areas. Addressing this gap requires continuous efforts to expand 

the reach of banking services and improve financial literacy among the rural population. 

 

Furthermore, the quality of jobs created through economic growth is a critical concern. While economic growth has led to an increase 

in employment opportunities, the nature of these jobs, particularly in the informal sector, often involves lower wages and lack of 

social security benefits (Gupta, 1995). Enhancing the quality of jobs and ensuring decent working conditions are essential for 

sustainable economic development. 
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In conclusion, India's economic policies on bank lending are geared towards achieving a delicate balance between financial stability 

and inclusive growth. The government's initiatives and reforms, supported by the regulatory framework of the RBI, aim to provide 

equitable access to credit, particularly for small businesses and underserved populations. These efforts are crucial for fostering 

economic development, reducing poverty, and promoting financial inclusion across the country. However, addressing the remaining 

challenges requires ongoing commitment and innovative solutions to ensure that the benefits of economic growth reach all segments 

of society. 
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