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ABSTRACT 
This study examines the intersection of psychopathologies between schizophrenia and dementia, focusing on delusional and 

hallucinatory presentations that complicate diagnosis and treatment. Both disorders exhibit overlapping psychotic symptoms, 

including hallucinations and delusions, yet are driven by distinct neurobiological and cognitive underpinnings. This research 

aims to improve diagnostic accuracy and guide individualized therapeutic strategies for patients presenting with overlapping 

psychotic features. Findings emphasize the importance of tailored neuropsychological assessments and the potential benefits of 

adapting therapeutic approaches from schizophrenia treatment for dementia patients experiencing psychosis. This study 

contributes to the evolving understanding of neuropsychiatric overlaps and distinctions, underscoring the need for further 

research on targeted interventions. 
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INTERSECTING PSYCHOPATHOLOGIES: ANALYZING DELUSIONAL AND HALLUCINATORY 

PRESENTATIONS IN SCHIZOPHRENIA AND DEMENTIA PATIENTS 
Psychopathology, the study of mental disorders, has long intrigued scientists, clinicians, and philosophers alike. It investigates the 

symptoms, causes, and impacts of various mental health conditions and how they shape individual and collective experiences. In 

recent years, particular attention has been paid to understanding complex mental health conditions like schizophrenia and dementia, 

both of which are marked by severe cognitive disturbances. These disorders can share overlapping features, specifically in the realms 

of delusions and hallucinations—symptoms that challenge patients' perception of reality, often leading to profound social and 

functional impairments. 

Delusions are deep-seated, incontrovertible beliefs that continue unrelentingly despite being confronted with evident, contradictory 

evidence. These are not misunderstandings or misinterpretations but become the focus of an individual's view of the world. 

Delusions can affect an individual's self-concept, relationships, and behavior, and are often very distressing since they are entirely 

real to the person. People who suffer from delusions often feel misunderstood, isolated, or defensive when others question their 

belief. The nature of these beliefs might reflect further variations, speaking to different types of delusional experiences. 

Erotomaniac Delusions: The person who has erotomaniac delusion is convinced that another person, usually a famous or just 

unreachable one, is in deep love with them. This conviction brings an individual further in serious attempts of contacting or pursuing 

the person, sometimes surpassing into the border of stalking. Erotomaniac delusions can give the individual a great sense of purpose 

or connection in their mind that leads often to serious legal and interpersonal conflicts as they attempt to contact the object of their 

delusion. 

Grandiose Delusions: Individuals with grandiose delusions really believe that they have remarkable abilities, wealth, or influence. 

A person may regard themselves as destined for greatness, or they can be convinced they have discovered something that will change 

the world.  
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While this delusion can lend a person a feeling of confidence or validation, it often leads to disappointment when reality collides 

with these inflated beliefs. The grandiose type is especially tricky since it serves to make others alienate the sufferer, who may come 

off as boastful or so unrealistic that no one will want to be near him or her. 

Jealous Delusions: A jealous delusion is a groundless conviction that one's partner is faithless. Individuals with jealous delusions 

may resort to radical measures in order to "prove" infidelity, interpreting innocent events or behaviors as a betrayal. Possible 

consequences may include obsessive behavior and disturbance in relationships, apart from overwhelming emotional distress 

resulting from mistrust. 

Persecutory Delusions: These states involve the person believing they might be mistreated, spied on, or targeted in any other way. 

They feel that some person or organization is following them with the intention of harming them, which keeps them in a state of 

continuous mental distress and even leads many of them to make repeated legal complaints or paranoid defensive behaviors against 

such imagined threats. The deeper levels of persecutory delusions can severely impede one's trust relationship capabilities, foster 

social withdrawal, and isolation. 

Somatic Delusions: Somatic delusions are beliefs that one's body is defective, diseased, or infested with a problem that doesn't 

exist. Examples of this might be thinking one has a terrible odour or bugs crawling underneath one's skin. This might lead to 

excessive doctor visits and treatments and physical harm as one tries to "fix" the perceived problem. 

Mixed Type of Delusions: More than one type of delusion occurs; for example, grandiose and persecutory. In this case, his two 

strange beliefs are interrelated in a complex way in an attempt to make the reality of the person even farther from others. 

 

Hallucinations 

Hallucinations are perceptions with sensory content that occur in the absence of any external stimuli. Unlike daydreams or 

misinterpretations, these hallucinations are perceived as reality, and it is exceedingly difficult for the person to distinguish these 

from actual sensory experiences. These sensations, which may involve any of the five senses, can often be confusing, frightening, 

and isolating, especially when they are experienced frequently or include compensatory control over the person's behavior. 

 

Auditory Hallucinations: This is the most prevalent form, especially related to schizophrenia. Auditory hallucinations involve the 

hearing of voices or sounds not thought by others to exist. The voices heard, though comforting at times, are most often critical, 

derogatory, and commanding. Names may be called out, or instructions given that might be frightening or disturbing. The constant 

barrage of such voices could lead to anxiety, paranoia, and problems in social and professional functioning. 

Visual Hallucinations: This denotes the sighting of people, objects, or scenes with no real existence. For instance, visual 

hallucinations may take the form of familiar or unfamiliar figures, animals, or light patterns in various forms of dementias or 

deliriums. In large measure, they are disorienting experiences, as in the case where the individual may realize that others do not 

share such perceptions, so one has to doubt or is confused by questions of their sanity. 

Rarer Forms: These include tactile, olfactory, and gustatory hallucinations, which usually engage the sense of touch, smell, and 

taste, respectively. For example, a patient may feel that insects crawl on their skin (tactile), smell smoke when nothing is burning 

(olfactory), or taste something strange or unpleasant (gustatory). These usually are kinds of hallucinations that easily disturb one 

and frequently bring the subject to seek medical explanations for what they are experiencing, with resultant frustration and confusion 

if physical causes cannot be found.These hallucinations blur the vision and perception of reality—the state of uncertainty that is 

bound to make a person doubt their perceptions and sometimes become totally alienated. 

 

Schizophrenia 

Schizophrenia is a serious and chronic psychiatric disorder that undercuts a person's thinking, feelings, and conduct. It generally 

begins in late adolescence or early adulthood but has been known to begin at any age. Symptoms include a wide range of 

hallucinations, delusions, disorganized thinking, and cognitive impairments. These symptoms often create the inability to continue 

with consistent relationships, job performance, or to handle basic care. Many times, schizophrenia has been stigmatized, isolating 

individuals socially due to a lack of understanding about the illness itself. 

Paranoid Schizophrenia: In this presentation, the paranoid delusions and auditory hallucinations often are the dominant factors. 

Individuals with paranoid schizophrenia may feel that they are persecuted or spied on; this occurs in highly anxious states, 

suspiciousness toward others, or sometimes social withdrawal. Although no longer an official diagnosis, it does remain well-

acknowledged within the pattern of phenomenology in schizophrenia. 

Disorganized Schizophrenia: This type is typified by disorganized thinking, speech, and behavior. Individuals may have problems 

making themselves understood properly due to the disorganization in thinking and speech. They often behave erratically and show 

inappropriate emotional responses. This often makes such presentations incomprehensible to other people and may lead to 

misunderstandings or frustration from family members. 

Catatonic Schizophrenia: Catatonic schizophrenia's motor symptoms are characterized by extreme immobility or repetitive 

movements, often resisting movement. Individuals with this presentation may shift between periods of intense agitation and 

immobility; life is difficult in both and usually requires enormous support. 

It is a holistic approach: medication, therapy, and social support all come together to help the sufferer of schizophrenia in living 

their life and work toward stability. Most people who deal with schizophrenia learn to adapt to illness while making friends and 

finding pleasure in life despite all difficulties. 

 

Dementia 

Dementia is a neurodegenerative disorder where brain tissue degeneration progresses, mainly affecting adults, though it can also 

affect younger people. Dementia differs from other psychiatric diseases because it mainly involves the decline of cognitive functions 

such as memory, language, problem-solving, and reasoning. These declines happen progressively to such an extent that daily life 

may be disrupted. Dementia affects not only the person suffering but also the family and caregivers around them, as they often 

cannot cope with cognitive changes and changes in personality. 
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Alzheimer’s Disease: It is the most common form of dementia, which is progressive loss of memory and cognitive decline. An 

advanced-stage patient can be disoriented, forget the name of loved ones, or even lose the ability to perform the basic tasks expected 

to be done by themselves. Due to the generally long and intensive care that is often demanded with Alzheimer’s disease, it impacts 

greatly on patients and their families. 

Vascular Dementia: This results from reduced blood flow to the brain and is most associated with stroke or other diseases of the 

cardiovascular system. Symptoms depend on both the severity and location of the damage within the brain but very often include 

slowing of thought processes, problems with memory, and difficulty in paying attention. Vascular dementia is often combined with 

Alzheimer’s disease, therefore incorporating elements from both diseases. 

Lewy Body Dementia and Frontotemporal Dementia: Lewy Body Dementia is generally characterized by visual hallucinations, 

sleeping disturbances, and difficulties with mobility similar to that of Parkinson's. In the case of frontotemporal dementia, this takes 

place mainly within the frontal and temporal lobes; personality, behavior, and language can be significantly affected. Such dementias 

bring about disruptions in emotional regulation and social behaviors, which introduce unique challenges for both patients and 

caregivers alike. 

 

Comorbidities: When Schizophrenia And Dementia Coexist 
i. The comorbidity between schizophrenia and dementia has significant clinical implications: It is not uncommon for 

patients with long-standing schizophrenia to develop cognitive deficits or even dementia later in life, a condition sometimes 

referred to as "schizophrenia with late-life dementia." Research suggests that individuals with schizophrenia have a higher 

risk of developing dementia as they age, partly due to prolonged neurochemical alterations and structural brain changes 

induced by the disease and its treatment. 

ii. Dual Diagnosis Challenges: Diagnosing schizophrenia and dementia concurrently is difficult, as symptoms overlap 

considerably. For instance, cognitive impairments in schizophrenia can resemble early dementia stages, while psychotic 

features in dementia may mimic schizophrenia. 

iii. Increased Care Needs: Patients with both schizophrenia and dementia generally experience a rapid cognitive decline, have 

higher rates of hospitalization, and require more intensive psychiatric and medical care than those with either disorder alone. 

The journey of understanding psychotic symptoms in conditions like schizophrenia and dementia has been long and complex, 

shaped by cultural beliefs, scientific discoveries, and shifts in medical thinking. Before the modern era, those displaying 

symptoms of hallucinations or delusions were often misunderstood, frequently labelled as possessed or plagued by 

supernatural forces. As medical Science evolved, thinkers began to question these assumptions, leading to more 

compassionate and scientific approaches. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

i. Early Theories: The late 19th century marked a critical turning point with the work of psychiatrist Emil Kraepelin, who made 

a pioneering distinction between “dementia praecox” (now known as schizophrenia) and “Alzheimer’s dementia.” Kraepelin 

noted that both disorders shared features of mental decline but differed notably in their age of onset, symptom progression, 

and overall impact on personality and cognition. Dementia praecox, he observed, often began in young adulthood, and 

involved significant disturbances in thought and perception, while Alzheimer’s dementia was a progressive cognitive 

deterioration beginning in later life. Kraepelin’s classification underscored a fundamental distinction between cognitive and 

psychotic symptoms, a foundation that continues to shape psychiatry today. 

 

ii. Freud’s Psychoanalytic Approach: Around the same time, Sigmund Freud offered a radically different perspective, 

suggesting that disorders like schizophrenia, which he termed “paraphrenia,” and dementia might have roots in unconscious 

psychological conflicts. Freud believed that these conditions were not solely biological but were tied to unresolved issues 

within the psyche. However, as more biological research emerged, the psychoanalytic view of psychosis lost ground, 

especially with new insights suggesting neurological underpinnings. Freud’s ideas, though later contested, laid the 

groundwork for understanding the psychological dimensions of psychosis and mental health. 

 

iii. Modern Developments: The introduction of neuroimaging technology in the late 20th century revolutionized the study of 

schizophrenia and dementia. Scans revealed distinct structural and functional brain abnormalities in each disorder, illustrating 

a biological basis for the symptoms that had been observed for centuries. Researchers could now directly observe the effects 

of schizophrenia on dopamine pathways and the impact of Alzheimer’s on cholinergic systems. This breakthrough has not 

only helped to differentiate these conditions more clearly but also advanced targeted treatments, providing hope for more 

effective management and understanding of these complex disorders. 

 

    Each historical stage reflects how our view of schizophrenia and dementia has evolved, shifting from mystical interpretations   

to biological insights, and highlights the need for ever more nuanced and personalized approaches to treatment as science 

progresses. 

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS IN UNDERSTANDING INTERSECTING PSYCHOPATHOLOGIES 
Several theoretical frameworks help explain the symptoms and underlying causes of schizophrenia and dementia, particularly where 

they overlap or diverge. These frameworks draw from fields such as neurobiology, cognitive science, and psychology, each offering 

unique insights into the mechanics of these conditions and how they might intersect in symptomatology. 

Neurobiological Models: This framework explores how different neurotransmitters affect symptoms in schizophrenia and 

dementia. For schizophrenia, dopamine dysregulation plays a critical role, especially in its positive symptoms like hallucinations 

and delusions. Overactivity in dopamine pathways often leads to misperceptions and thought disturbances. Dementia, especially 

Alzheimer’s dementia, is largely linked to deficits in acetylcholine, a neurotransmitter essential for memory and learning.  
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In Alzheimer’s, the breakdown of acetylcholine-producing cells results in memory loss and cognitive decline. By examining the 

specific neurotransmitter imbalances, neurobiological models offer insights into targeted treatments, such as antipsychotics for 

schizophrenia and cholinesterase inhibitors for dementia, tailored to address these distinct neurochemical pathways. 

Cognitive Models: Cognitive theories focus on how schizophrenia and dementia each affect mental processing, albeit in unique 

ways. Schizophrenia commonly disrupts executive function and working memory, impacting tasks that involve planning, 

organizing, and flexible thinking. This cognitive impairment can make it difficult for individuals to process information accurately, 

contributing to disorganized thought patterns and perception. In contrast, dementia, particularly Alzheimer’s, primarily affects long-

term memory and language abilities. Memory deterioration disrupts both daily functioning and identity, as individuals gradually 

lose access to their personal history and language skills. Although different cognitive functions are impacted, both conditions reveal 

how essential cognitive processing is to our sense of reality and identity. 

Diathesis-Stress Model: This model highlights the interaction between genetics (diathesis) and environmental stressors in 

triggering or exacerbating symptoms in both schizophrenia and dementia. Schizophrenia often emerges in late adolescence or early 

adulthood, periods marked by social and environmental pressures, which may activate genetic predispositions. Similarly, while 

dementia typically has a later onset, research shows that early-life stressors, lifestyle factors, and social isolation can accelerate 

cognitive decline in genetically predisposed individuals. The diathesis-stress model emphasizes the role of both inherent 

vulnerabilities and life experiences, suggesting that early intervention and supportive environments can help reduce the risk or 

severity of symptoms in both conditions. 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN TREATMENT AND RESEARCH 
Ongoing research has yielded several promising developments in treating and managing psychotic symptoms in schizophrenia and 

dementia: 

Pharmacological Advances: 

Antipsychotics: Second-generation antipsychotics, like risperidone and olanzapine, are commonly used to treat hallucinations and 

delusions in both schizophrenia and dementia, although their effectiveness varies. In dementia patients, they are used cautiously due 

to the risk of side effects like sedation and metabolic changes. 

Cholinesterase Inhibitors: These are effective in alleviating cognitive symptoms in dementia and may indirectly reduce psychotic 

symptoms by improving overall cognitive function. 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT): 

Schizophrenia: CBT helps patients recognize and manage delusional thoughts, reducing the distress associated with hallucinations. 

Dementia: Although CBT is less commonly used in dementia, adaptations of CBT for dementia patients, focusing on emotional 

regulation and behavioral coping, have shown potential in improving quality of life. 

Integrated Care Approaches: 

Psychosocial Interventions: Supportive psychotherapy, family therapy, and social skills training are vital in both schizophrenia 

and dementia care to help patients maintain social connections and daily functioning. 

Memory Care Units: Specialized care units designed for dementia patients can also provide tailored support for individuals with 

comorbid schizophrenia, with structured routines and trained staff to address complex behavioral needs. 

Research on Biomarkers and Neuroimaging: 

Biomarkers: Studies on biomarkers, such as amyloid plaques in dementia and alterations in dopaminergic pathways in 

schizophrenia, are advancing early diagnosis and personalized treatment. 

Neuroimaging: Functional MRI and PET scans offer insights into brain changes across the lifespan in patients with schizophrenia 

and dementia, aiding in differential diagnosis and tracking disease progression. 

Emerging Therapies: 

Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS): Although still experimental, DBS has shown promise in reducing treatment-resistant symptoms 

in schizophrenia, and some trials are exploring its potential in dementia. 

Gene Therapy: Targeted gene therapy is in its infancy but holds the potential to modify genetic predispositions in both conditions, 

potentially altering disease progression. 

The intersection of delusional and hallucinatory presentations in schizophrenia and dementia presents both diagnostic and treatment 

challenges. While each disorder has its distinct characteristics, their overlapping symptoms call for integrated, multidisciplinary 

approaches in both research and clinical practice. With advancements in pharmacology, neuroimaging, and psychotherapeutic 

techniques, there is hope for improved quality of life for those affected. Future research focusing on genetic markers, neurobiological 

underpinnings, and personalized treatment plans may offer a pathway toward more effective management and even prevention of 

these complex psychopathologies. 

 

METHODOLOGY 
This represents a qualitative case study combined with a narrative literature review. The case study method allows the in-depth 

exploration of complex psychopathological presentations in individual patients, in this case, at the interface between delusional and 

hallucinatory symptoms. The literature review supplements this analysis, providing a broader context and supporting evidence to 

understand these presentations within the frameworks of schizophrenia and dementia. 

Interventions and Assessments Used 

Interventions for Case 1: 73-Year-Old Female with Dementia 

Pharmacological Interventions 

Antipsychotics: The hallmark of treatment for severe hallucinations and delusions in dementia patients is low-dose atypical 

antipsychotics, either risperidone or quetiapine. Because of increased side effects, dosing is low, especially in the elderly due to 

risks associated with stroke and cardiovascular events. 

http://www.ijariit.com/


Gunika Goyal et al., International Journal of Advance Research, Ideas and Innovations in Technology  

(ISSN: 2454-132X) 

© 2024, IJARIIT - All rights reserved.  Website: www.ijariit.com        Talk to Counselor: 9056222273      Page: 117  

 

Cholinesterase Inhibitors: These medications, including donepezil or rivastigmine, can be prescribed with the aim of transient 

improvement of cognitive functions and reduction of behavioral symptoms of dementia. The medication may stabilize the process 

of cognitive deterioration and, for that matter, partly reduce psychotic symptoms. 

Antidepressants: This class of medication might be indicated in cases of depressive symptoms or significant anxiety accompanying 

delusions and hallucinations. It is possible that SSRIs, like sertraline or citalopram, by reducing anxiety and mood fluctuations, may 

diminish the intensity of the hallucinations. 

 

Psychosocial and Behavioral Interventions 

Validation Therapy: The effectiveness of validation therapy can be seen in treating dementia patients with delusional beliefs since 

the very focus is made on affirmation of the patient's feelings without any direct challenge to his delusions. This will help reduce 

agitation and distress. 

Structured Routine and Activities: Planning a strict routine concerning daily activities and engaging the patient in different 

activities according to his or her cognitive level may also be therapeutically helpful. Other sensory modalities, such as music therapy 

or art therapy, can be utilized to provide sensory inputs and diminish distressing hallucinations. 

Assessments Used 

Mini-Mental Status Examination (MMSE) 

Purpose 

The MMSE is a widely used tool for quickly assessing cognitive function, particularly in older adults or those suspected of having 

dementia. It evaluates various cognitive domains, including memory, attention, language, and visuospatial skills. It’s often a way to 

gain a quick insight into a person’s cognitive abilities and identify any early signs of cognitive decline. 

Scoring and Interpretation 

The MMSE score ranges from 0 to 30, with higher scores indicating better cognitive function. 

24-30: Generally considered normal cognitive function. 

19-23: Mild cognitive impairment. 

10-18: Moderate cognitive impairment. 

0-9: Severe cognitive impairment. 

Interpretation: Scores in the lower range often suggest significant cognitive issues, which could indicate dementia or other 

neurological conditions. For example, in a 73-year-old woman with dementia, an MMSE score in the moderate-to-severe range 

might reflect challenges with memory, attention, or even basic orientation, such as knowing the current date or where she is. These 

scores can guide her care team in tailoring her treatment to accommodate her level of functioning. 

Scores 

July Score of 20: An MMSE score of 20 generally suggests mild cognitive impairment. At this level, individuals often experience 

noticeable difficulties with tasks that require attention, short-term memory, and basic problem-solving skills. This score suggests 

that in July, the patient may have struggled with activities involving memory recall, orientation to time or place, and simple 

arithmetic or language tasks. While she could likely still handle basic daily activities, her score indicates some level of dependence 

on support for complex tasks, such as managing finances or remembering important dates. 

October Score of 22: By October, the slight improvement to a score of 22 indicates a marginal enhancement in cognitive function. 

Although still within the mild impairment range, this increase suggests that there might have been a positive response to any 

treatments, environmental modifications, or supportive interventions aimed at cognitive support. A score of 22 indicates that her 

cognitive symptoms might be fluctuating, or that she’s maintaining some capacity for improvement or stabilization over short 

periods. 

Interventions for Case 2: 27-Year-Old Male with Schizophrenia 

Pharmacological Interventions 

Antipsychotic Medication: The new treatment for schizophrenia usually consists of a second-generation antipsychotic as a first-

line treatment, which includes olanzapine, aripiprazole, or clozapine in cases of resistance to other medications for treatment. 

Antipsychotic medications target dysregulation of the neurotransmitter dopamine implicated in schizophrenia symptoms of 

hallucinations and delusions. 

Adjunctive Medications: Valproate is a mood stabilizer, while lorazepam is used as an anxiolytic and can be added to manage such 

comorbid symptoms as agitation, anxiety, or aggression. This is particularly relevant when co-occurring mood symptoms or 

significant anxiety exist. 

Psychosocial Interventions 

Family Therapy: Family therapy can be especially useful with younger schizophrenia patients to foster a supportive environment 

and to inform the family about the illness. It can reinforce better communication, decrease some of the stressors that usually act as 

triggers, and create a more stable home for the patient. 

Social Skills Training: The training of social skills works on the development of the social interaction process in patients and helps 

them deal with the interpersonal situation, which is usually very problematic for patients suffering from schizophrenia. Thus, it can 

decrease social isolation and improve the overall quality of life. 
 

ASSESSMENTS USED 

The Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale (PANSS) 

Purpose 

The PANSS is specifically designed for assessing symptoms in individuals with schizophrenia. It evaluates both positive symptoms 

(such as hallucinations and delusions) and negative symptoms (such as social withdrawal and reduced emotional expression), as 

well as general psychopathology (including anxiety and depression). This assessment helps clinicians understand the nature and 

severity of a patient's symptoms, which is crucial for deciding on the most effective treatment approach. 

Scoring and Interpretation 
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PANSS consists of 30 items across three scales: 

a. Positive Scale (7 items): Scores range from 7 to 49. 

b. Negative Scale (7 items): Scores range from 7 to 49. 

c. General Psychopathology Scale (16 items): Scores range from 16 to 112. 

Each item is rated on a 7-point scale (1 = absent to 7 = extreme), so the total score can range from 30 to 210. 

Scores above 80 typically indicate moderate-to-severe symptoms. 

Higher positive scores suggest intense hallucinations or delusions. 

Higher negative scores suggest withdrawal or a flattened emotional state. 

Interpretation: In a 27-year-old man with schizophrenia, high scores on the positive subscale would mean pronounced 

hallucinations or delusional thinking, while high scores on the negative subscale might indicate social withdrawal or a lack of 

motivation. Tracking these scores over time can give insight into how he’s responding to treatment and if adjustments are needed 

to better address certain symptoms. 

Scored:  

a) Positive Scale: 37 

b) Negative Scale: 16 

c) General Psychopathology Scale: 42 

d) Positive Scale (Score: 37) 

e) Interpretation: A score of 37 on the Positive Scale suggests a moderate to high level of positive symptoms. Positive 

symptoms in schizophrenia include hallucinations, delusions, and thought disturbances—symptoms that add unusual 

experiences to the individual’s perception of reality. A score in this range indicates that he likely experiences frequent and 

distressing hallucinations or delusions, which are impacting his day-to-day functioning. 

f) Negative Scale (Score: 16) 

g) Interpretation: A score of 16 on the Negative Scale falls in the low-to-moderate range for negative symptoms. Negative 

symptoms in schizophrenia are those that reflect a reduction in normal emotional and behavioral functions, such as social 

withdrawal, lack of motivation, and flattened affect (reduced emotional expression). With a score of 16, the patient may be 

showing some withdrawal or lack of motivation, but these symptoms are not as pronounced as his positive symptoms. 

h) General Psychopathology Scale (Score: 42) 

i) Interpretation: A score of 42 on the General Psychopathology Scale suggests a moderate level of general symptoms, which 

may include anxiety, depression, difficulties with concentration, and tension. This score implies that he may experience 

notable distress and struggles with emotional regulation beyond the core positive and negative symptoms of schizophrenia. 

These symptoms can exacerbate his overall discomfort, increase the likelihood of agitation, and make it more challenging to 

cope with other symptoms. 

 

The high score on the Positive Scale indicates that his hallucinations and delusions are prominent, and these will likely be a primary 

target for treatment. The moderate score on the General Psychopathology Scale suggests he is experiencing substantial distress and 

emotional challenges, which may contribute to his symptom burden. Meanwhile, the relatively lower score on the Negative Scale 

suggests that although negative symptoms are present, they may be less disruptive than his positive symptoms. 

 

The Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale (BPRS) 

Purpose 

The BPRS is used to assess a range of psychiatric symptoms, including mood, behavior, and thinking. It’s widely used in both 

inpatient and outpatient settings and is valuable for measuring changes in symptom severity over time. This tool covers common 

symptoms such as anxiety, depression, hostility, and unusual thought content, which makes it applicable across various mental 

health conditions. 

Scoring and Interpretation 

The BPRS includes 18 items, each rated on a scale from 1 (not present) to 7 (extremely severe), resulting in a score range from 18 

to 126. 

Scores of 31-52: Mild symptomatology. 

Scores of 53-70: Moderate symptoms. 

Scores above 70: Severe symptoms. 

Interpretation: For a young adult with schizophrenia, a BPRS score can help clinicians gauge the severity of psychotic symptoms 

such as hallucinations or delusions, as well as emotional symptoms like anxiety or hostility. It also offers a snapshot of the patient’s 

experience and how symptoms may impact their behavior, helping the clinical team adjust treatment based on day-to-day changes 

in mental status. 

Score:  

With a score of 52, this individual likely has moderate to high severity symptoms, suggesting a significant impact on daily 

functioning and quality of life. However, the specific areas of difficulty (such as anxiety, thought disturbances, or depression) would 

depend on the scores of individual items within the BPRS. 

The Young Mania Rating Scale (YMRS) 

Purpose 
The YMRS is designed to assess the severity of manic symptoms, such as heightened mood, increased energy, and reduced need 

for sleep. While it’s primarily used in diagnosing and tracking the progression of bipolar disorder, it can also be useful for evaluating 

mood symptoms in other conditions, particularly in young adults where manic symptoms may intersect with psychotic disorders 

like schizophrenia. 

Scoring and Interpretation 
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The YMRS consists of 11 items, scored based on a 5-point scale (0 to 4 or 0 to 8) depending on the item, resulting in a total score 

range from 0 to 60. 

Score 0-12: No to mild mania. 

Score 13-20: Mild mania. 

Score 21-30: Moderate mania. 

Scores above 30 indicate severe mania. 

Interpretation: For a patient exhibiting manic symptoms, such as the 27-year-old male with schizophrenia who might experience 

overlaps with mania (e.g., high energy or risk-taking behaviors), the YMRS can quantify the intensity of these symptoms. This score 

helps clinicians understand whether the manic symptoms are interfering with daily functioning, and it can guide medication 

adjustments or introduce additional support to stabilize mood. 

Score:a score of 33, indicating severe mania 

Severe Mania: Scores over 25 are generally categorized as severe mania, which suggests intense symptoms that significantly 

impair daily functioning. 

Symptom Presentation: Severe scores are often associated with symptoms such as elevated mood, increased activity or energy, 

grandiosity, reduced need for sleep, pressured speech, and potential impulsive behavior. 

 

COMBINED TECHNIQUES AND MONITORING 

Both conditions require an integrative approach to care with the help of both pharmacological and psychosocial interventions. 

Monitoring by healthcare providers in regard to the effectiveness of medication, its side effects, and the general well-being of the 

patients cannot be overlooked, especially given the different risk profile and differential treatment responses associated with age 

and comorbid conditions. Any of the interventions outlined can be individualised and modified, based on each patient's response 

to the treatment, in a flexible way that balances symptom management with quality of life and safety. 

 

CASE HISTORY AND MENTAL STATUS EXAMINATION (MSE) 
Case 1 

I. Identifying Information 

Name: Ms. P 

Age: 73 

Gender: Female 

Location: Kolkata 

Marital Status: Unmarried 

Occupation: Retired Social Worker 

Date of Evaluation: October 11, 2024 

II. Presenting Problem 

Ms. P presented with disturbed sleep patterns, paranoid delusions, and antisocial behaviors, including suspicion toward family 

members. Her symptoms included auditory hallucinations, self-talk, and self-harm behavior, with noticeable memory decline over 

the past several months. Her condition is chronic, with 32 years of persistent psychotic symptoms that have recently worsened, 

likely due to cognitive decline associated with aging. 

III. History of Presenting Illness 

Ms. P’s history indicates a longstanding battle with psychotic symptoms, characterized by delusional thinking and hallucinations. 

Her symptoms are chronic, with periodic exacerbations possibly linked to aging and associated cognitive deterioration. Despite 

treatment interventions over the last 25 years, Ms. P continues to experience limited relief, with recent evaluations in June 2024 at 

an NGO offering only minor symptom control. 

IV. Past Psychiatric History 

Ms. P was diagnosed with schizophrenia decades ago and has struggled with auditory and visual hallucinations since. She has never 

been hospitalized for her psychiatric condition, and her primary mode of treatment has been ongoing medication management 

through psychiatric care. Her family history includes a brother with bipolar affective disorder, indicating a potential genetic 

predisposition to mental illness. 

V. Medical History 

Ms. P has no known medical conditions, allergies, or substance use history. She is on antipsychotic medications and other supportive 

treatments for her psychiatric symptoms. 

VI. Personal and Social History 

Ms. P has a limited educational background and worked in social services until her retirement. She has never married and has no 

significant romantic or sexual relationships. Her strained relationship with her sister-in-law is marked by suspicion, contributing to 

her feelings of isolation. Ms. P currently resides in a rehabilitation centre, where she has limited social interactions but finds comfort 

in her spiritual practices, including daily prayers. 

VII. Mental Status Examination (MSE) 

Appearance and Behavior: Appropriately groomed, cooperative 

Speech: Low volume and rate, normal tone 

Mood and Affect: Euthymic, with self-reported feelings of normalcy (“mei theek hun, everything is ok”) 

Thought Process: Coherent with relevant associations, though marked by auditory delusions 

Perception: Auditory hallucinations 

Cognition: Oriented with mild confusion, impaired attention, and recent memory decline 

Insight and Judgment: Poor insight (Grade 1); impaired judgment 

Summary and Diagnostic Impressions 
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Ms. P presents with a prolonged history of schizophrenia marked by auditory hallucinations, paranoid delusions, and mild cognitive 

impairment indicative of potential late-onset dementia. Her symptoms include antisocial behaviors, poor self-care, and suspicions 

toward close family members. Given her cognitive decline, a differential diagnosis of dementia with behavioral disturbance is 

considered alongside schizophrenia and possible schizoaffective disorder. 

Preliminary Diagnosis: Schizophrenia, with possible late-onset dementia 

Recommendations: Continued antipsychotic medication, cognitive assessments, and structured daily routines for self-care. Family 

counselling is also recommended to address relational strain and improve Ms. P’s social support system. 

 

Case 2 

Identifying Information 

Name: Mr. K 

Age: 27 

Gender: Male 

Location: Delhi 

Marital Status: Married (currently in divorce proceedings) 

Occupation: Unemployed 

Date of Evaluation: October 11, 2024 

 Presenting Problem 

Mr. K presents with a complex psychiatric profile characterized by long-term cannabis dependency, hallucinations, delusional 

thinking, and violent behavior. His symptoms include auditory and visual hallucinations, persecutory and grandiose delusions, and 

social withdrawal. His condition has worsened over four years, with increasingly erratic behavior and disrupted self-care. 

History of Presenting Illness 

Mr. K’s substance abuse began 12 years ago, with significant psychiatric symptoms emerging four years ago, exacerbated by stress 

and relationship conflicts. He experiences frequent relapses despite treatment, and his symptoms include hallucinations and 

delusions that impair his daily functioning and relationships. 

Past Psychiatric History 

Mr. K has been diagnosed with Cannabis Use Disorder and a probable schizoaffective disorder. His treatment history includes 

multiple hospitalizations at private facilities and the VIMHANS psychiatric hospital. He has undergone medication management, 

counselling, and psychoeducation, though compliance remains inconsistent. His family history includes a sister diagnosed with 

depression. 

Medical History 

Mr. K has co-occurring medical conditions, including high blood pressure, cardiac issues, diabetes, and seizures. He has a history 

of sinusitis but no known allergies. 

Personal and Social History 

Mr. K’s educational history is limited to high school, and he has held only short-term employment. He is financially and emotionally 

reliant on his family. His relationships are strained due to his erratic behavior and aggression. He is currently in a rehabilitation 

centre with limited social connections. 

Mental Status Examination (MSE) 

Appearance and Behavior: Moderately kempt, uncooperative 

Speech: Low volume with increased verbal latency, indicating withdrawal 

Mood and Affect: Irritable, with complaints about his circumstances (“mujhe yaha kyu laaye ho?”) 

Thought Process: Disorganized and tangential, with delusions of persecution and grandiosity 

Perception: Auditory and visual hallucinations, with occasional misinterpretations 

Cognition: Coherent but impaired attention and concentration 

Insight and Judgment: Poor insight (Grade 1); impaired judgment 

Summary and Diagnostic Impressions 

Mr. K’s presentation suggests a severe psychotic disorder potentially exacerbated by substance-induced psychosis. His delusional 

beliefs, hallucinations, and aggressive behaviors, alongside substance dependence, indicate a probable diagnosis of schizoaffective 

disorder with cannabis-related exacerbation. 

Preliminary Diagnosis: Schizoaffective Disorder with substance-induced psychotic features 

Recommendations: Continued inpatient care, psychosocial rehabilitation, and a structured plan to reduce cannabis use. Family 

counselling is advised to address the impact of Mr. K’s condition on family dynamics, with regular follow-up for medication 

adjustments. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
i. Gorman, J. M., & Ratakonda, S. (1998). In this model-based study, Gorman and colleagues analyze psychotic conditions 

within a domains-of-psychopathology framework, proposing that delusions and hallucinations may be categorized across three 

domains. The study hypothesizes that delusions can overlap across schizophrenia and dementia, albeit with different functional 

implications. Through statistical modelling, the authors found that while delusions are prevalent in both, their impact on 

cognition differs. The research demonstrates that, although schizophrenia and dementia intersect in psychotic manifestations, 

their cognitive effects warrant distinct therapeutic approaches. 

ii. Poletti, M., & Sambataro, F. (2013).  This transdiagnostic study examines the development of delusions across psychiatric 

and neurodegenerative diseases, positing a common pathway influenced by neurodegenerative changes. Researchers 

hypothesized that delusion formation in schizophrenia and dementia arises from similar neurological processes, which lead to 

cognitive misinterpretations and rigidity. The findings suggest that although dementia and schizophrenia share mechanisms in 
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delusional development, their neurological underpinnings diverge, particularly in the degree of neuroinflammatory processes, 

offering insights for future therapeutic frameworks targeting early cognitive intervention. 

iii. Rosen, C., Jones, N., & Chase, K. A. (2016).  This study presents a phenomenological analysis of auditory verbal 

hallucinations (AVHs) in dementia and schizophrenia, investigating the subjective experience of "voices" and delusions across 

patients. The hypothesis is that hallucinations in dementia relate more to memory distortion, while schizophrenia-related AVHs 

involve a breakdown of self-other distinctions. Results emphasize that while both conditions involve auditory hallucinations, 

the phenomenological experience varies, reflecting cognitive structural changes specific to each disorder. This differentiation 

informs the tailored psychological and pharmacological interventions for each group. 

iv. Tenório, F. (2016).  This study examines shifts in psychotic classifications, focusing on the implications for schizophrenia and 

dementia. The research addresses how evolving definitions of schizophrenia and dementia affect diagnoses, particularly in 

differentiating between delusions and hallucinations within each group. The hypothesis centers on the notion that modern 

classifications may obscure important clinical distinctions. Findings underline that while both disorders exhibit psychotic 

symptoms, dementia patients experience a unique evolution of delusions without accompanying hallucinations. This work 

highlights classification challenges and their potential impact on treatment protocols. 

v. Clark, M. L., & Waters, F. (2017). It was analyzed that hallucination patterns in first-episode psychosis across dementia and 

schizophrenia patients, hypothesizing that overlapping visual and auditory hallucinations could be prognostic indicators. 

Findings reveal that patients displaying both types of hallucinations often have more severe psychopathological presentations, 

potentially marking a high-risk subgroup. This research supports the integration of sensory hallucination assessments into early 

diagnostic criteria, particularly in differentiating dementia from primary psychotic disorders. 

vi. Krudop, W., & Gossink, F. T. (2017). This study investigates psychosis in behavioral variant frontotemporal dementia 

(bvFTD), with a focus on delusional and hallucinatory symptoms, often misdiagnosed as schizophrenia. The research 

hypothesizes that psychosis in bvFTD results from specific frontal lobe atrophy, differentiating it from schizophrenia where 

hallucinations are often linked to altered temporal lobe structures. The study’s findings indicate that while psychotic symptoms 

are shared, distinct structural brain changes in bvFTD provide a neurobiological basis for differential diagnosis, underscoring 

the need for precise neuroimaging in differential diagnoses. 

vii. Landin-Romero, R., & Irish, M. (2017). This study investigates the neural and clinical traits of psychosis in frontotemporal 

dementia (FTD), noting considerable overlap with symptoms in schizophrenia, especially regarding delusions and 

hallucinations. Using neuroimaging, the authors examined atrophy patterns in FTD patients, observing that both dementia and 

schizophrenia show significant neural deterioration in similar brain areas. The research aims to dissect the common neural bases 

of psychosis across these disorders, hypothesizing that atrophy in specific brain regions contributes to shared psychotic 

symptoms. Results suggest that similar structural degeneration might explain the overlap in psychopathological features like 

delusions, advancing the understanding of neurodegenerative and psychiatric boundaries. 

viii. Fischer, C. E., & Agüera-Ortiz, L. (2018). A question is addressed of psychosis in the study as a risk factor, prodrome, or 

consequence of dementia, focusing on delusions and hallucinations. The study explores the bidirectional link between psychosis 

and dementia, hypothesizing that neurodegenerative processes may both trigger and exacerbate psychotic symptoms. Results 

suggest a complex relationship where psychosis might precede dementia in certain subtypes, presenting a potential early 

diagnostic marker. This research calls for comprehensive neuropsychological assessments to better predict dementia onset in 

psychotic patients. 

ix. Suryadevara, U., & Julayanont, P. (2021). This study helps in synthesizing data on psychosis in neurodegenerative diseases, 

particularly dementia, highlighting delusional and hallucinatory experiences as key clinical features. The research argues that 

while dementia-associated delusions often align with memory distortions, schizophrenia-related delusions relate more closely 

to reality-testing deficits. This review emphasizes that psychotic symptomatology across dementia and schizophrenia, though 

overlapping, has unique clinical trajectories, supporting the use of targeted cognitive therapies to mitigate specific symptoms. 

x. Gkintoni, E., Skokou, M., & Gourzis, P. (2024).  This systematic review explores psychosis in neurodegenerative and 

psychotic spectrum disorders, with a specific focus on dementia and schizophrenia. The study hypothesizes a cross-spectrum 

overlap in psychotic symptoms such as delusions and hallucinations, despite different cognitive declines. Reviewing clinical 

neuropsychological data, the authors propose that psychosis in dementia might stem from degenerative changes similar to those 

in schizophrenia. Results show overlapping patterns in symptom presentation and neural damage, suggesting that cognitive 

therapies used for schizophrenia could benefit dementia patients experiencing psychosis. 

 

DISCUSSION 
The studies that were looked at all agree that schizophrenia and various forms of dementia share a lot of psychotic symptoms, 

especially delusions and hallucinations. Despite the fact that each condition has its own distinct characteristics that serve as the basis 

for individualized treatment strategies, this overlap is frequently the result of shared underlying neural and cognitive mechanisms. 

Both disorders have hallucinations and delusions, but they are caused by different neurological and cognitive dysfunctions. Because 

of this, the diagnosis and treatment of psychosis in these disorders are both complicated and nuanced. 

 Delusions and hallucinations can have a variety of causes in both dementia and schizophrenia, according to a number of studies. 

According to Gorman and Ratakonda's (1998) findings, delusions exist in both conditions but have distinct effects on cognition, 

indicating the need for distinct therapeutic approaches. Although schizophrenia and dementia involve distinct neuroinflammatory 

processes, Poletti and Sambataro (2013) suggest that delusional development in both conditions is shaped by neurodegenerative 

pathways. In a similar vein, Rosen et al. 2016) show that auditory hallucinations occur in both dementia and schizophrenia but are 

caused by distinct cognitive distortions, specifically memory distortions in dementia and self-other distinctions in schizophrenia. 

The significance of precise diagnostic criteria and neuroimaging for distinguishing between psychotic symptoms in dementia and 

schizophrenia is a recurring theme in the literature. For instance, Krudop and Gossink (2017) highlight the fact that, despite the fact 

that distinct structural brain changes, particularly frontal lobe atrophy, emphasize the necessity of neuroimaging for accurate 

diagnosis, psychotic symptoms in frontotemporal dementia (bvFTD) are frequently mistaken for schizophrenia due to overlapping 
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features. Similar patterns were found by Landin-Romero and Irish (2017), who noted that shared structural deterioration in particular 

brain areas contributes to psychotic symptoms in both disorders. This suggests that there may be a neural basis for these overlapping 

symptoms. 

In addition, the research focuses on the repercussions of changing diagnostic frameworks. Contemporary psychosis classifications, 

according to Tenório (2016), may obscure the subtle differences between schizophrenia and dementia, which can have an effect on 

treatment effectiveness. Early recognition of particular patterns of hallucinations, according to Clark and Waters (2017), may aid in 

the identification of high-risk patients and refine diagnostic strategies for these disorders. 

A number of authors make the case, on a clinical level, for integrating cognitive and neuropsychological assessments to enhance 

early detection and treatment. According to Fischer and Agüera-Ortiz (2018), there is a bidirectional relationship between psychosis 

and dementia. They suggest that psychotic symptoms may, in some instances, indicate the onset of dementia earlier than expected. 

As a result, they call for comprehensive assessments to predict the risk of dementia. According to Suryadevara and Julayanont 

(2021), the distinct clinical trajectories of psychotic symptoms in schizophrenia and dementia support targeted cognitive 

interventions to address the particular cognitive deficits of each disorder. Due to the similarities between cognitive and neural 

degeneration, Gkintoni, Skokou, and Gourzis (2024) also recommend utilizing cognitive therapies developed for schizophrenia to 

treat psychosis in dementia patients. 

In conclusion, despite the fact that schizophrenia and dementia exhibit similar symptoms of hallucinations and delusions, the 

underlying neurobiological and cognitive differences call for distinct clinical approaches. For accurate differentiation and efficient 

intervention, neuroimaging, comprehensive neuropsychological assessments, and refined diagnostic criteria are necessary. The 

complexity of psychosis across psychiatric and neurodegenerative disorders, as well as the need for individualized, nuanced 

treatments based on the distinct mechanisms underlying each condition, are emphasized by this body of research. 

 

CONCLUSION 
Psychotic symptoms such as hallucinations and delusions significantly impact the quality of life for individuals with schizophrenia 

and dementia, presenting complex challenges in both diagnosis and treatment. Despite the unique neurocognitive profiles of each 

disorder, there exists considerable overlap in their psychotic manifestations, making differential diagnosis particularly challenging. 

Hallucinations and delusions, while often conceptualized as core features of schizophrenia, also occur frequently in dementia 

subtypes such as Alzheimer’s disease and frontotemporal dementia, albeit with different cognitive implications. 

Research indicates that these overlapping symptoms may stem from common structural brain changes, particularly in areas linked 

to cognition, emotion regulation, and sensory processing. Neuroimaging studies reveal similar patterns of atrophy and degeneration 

in schizophrenia and dementia, suggesting a possible shared neuropathology influencing psychotic presentations in both conditions 

(Landin-Romero & Irish, 2017). Phenomenological analyses further reveal that hallucinations in dementia are often rooted in 

memory distortions, whereas in schizophrenia, they reflect more profound disruptions in self-perception and reality testing (Rosen 

et al., 2016). 

Understanding these distinctions is crucial for developing more effective diagnostic tools and treatment plans. A nuanced approach 

that incorporates both neurobiological and cognitive factors can lead to improved patient outcomes. This paper synthesizes current 

research on psychotic presentations in schizophrenia and dementia to delineate shared and unique characteristics, thus informing 

targeted therapeutic interventions and advancing clinical practices in neuropsychiatric care. 

This case study highlights the complexities of diagnosing and treating intersecting psychopathologies, particularly when cognitive 

decline and substance use complicate primary psychotic disorders. For both patients, chronic symptoms and poor insight suggest a 

need for tailored treatment strategies that consider cognitive rehabilitation, social support, and structured environments to manage 

psychotic symptoms effectively. Regular family counselling and engagement are recommended to support both individuals in their 

long-term mental health management. 
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